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Middlesex magistrate had already made deliverance upon .he question. There was an eager young Scotchman of :he name of James Boswell, who had decoyed Johnson nto supping with him at The Mitre, and was already ictively plying him with questions. Among other things ae sought his opinion with regard to Goldsmith, whose ipparently undeserved importance seems to have exer-:ised him as much as it did Hawkins. On the literary side Johnson's answer was conclusive. " Dr. Goldsmith," ic said, "is one of the first men we now have as an author." These words were uttered in June, 1763, when Goldsmith's reputation must have rested solely upon his labours as an essayist and compiler. For in that year he had not obtained distinction either as a poet, playwright, or novelist.
From April to June, 1764, Mrs. Fleming's accounts, is already observed, show that Goldsmith was again at Islington. He was probably employed for Newbcry, lout in what way is uncertain. One anecdote, however, is definitely connected with the forthcoming poem of "The Traveller,"upon which he must have occupied his leisure. Prior tells it as it was told by Reynolds to Miss Mary Horneck, from whom, when Mrs. Gwyn, Prior again received it. " Either Reynolds," he says, "or a mutual friend who immediately communicated the story to him, calling at the lodgings of the Poet opened the door without ceremony, and discovered him, not in meditation, or in the throes of poetic birth, but in the boyish office of teaching a favourite dog to sit upright upon its haunches, or, as is commonly said, to beg. Occasionally he glanced his eye over his desk, and occasionally shook his finger